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“To all who mourn and need comfort, 

to all who are tired and need rest, 

to all who are lonely and need companionship, 

to all who sin and need a Savior, and to all who will, 

this church opens wide its doors.” 
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1st Sunday of Advent 

UM Student Day 
“Be a Gift” 

Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37 

November 29, 2020 

<>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< +  

 Prelude    “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” by Carol Tornquist, Henry Sloane Coffin, John Mason Neale, and Thomas Helmore. Words: 

Public Domain.  Music © 1998, 2000, 2005, 2006 Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp.). CCLI Song # 3013821. 

CCLI License #2350408.        

 Welcome & Announcements 

Good Morning! I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I welcome you to 

our time of worship today. I welcome those who are present with us in the sanctuary as well as 

those worshiping online via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We welcome your feedback as we 

continue offering in person and online worship. 

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!! 

 Opening Hymn         “People, Look East”                                    

1. People, look east. The time is near  

of the crowning of the year. 

Make your house fair as you are able, 

trim the hearth and set the table. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

2. Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

one more seed is planted there. 

Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

that in course the flower may flourish. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Rose, is on the way. 

3. Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim, 

one more light the bowl shall brim, 

shining beyond the frosty weather, 

bright as sun and moon together. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Star, is on the way. 

4. Angels announce with shouts of mirth, 

him who brings new life to earth. 

Set every peak and valley humming 

with the word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
“People. Look East” words by Eleanor Farjeon; Music – Traditional French carol.  © 2001 The General Board of The United 

Methodist Church, PO Box 340003, Nashville, TN 37203. Telephone 615-340-7073.  Web site: http://www.umcworship.org.  

This arrangement may be downloaded, duplicated, and used in local church worship and music or by piano student and teachers 

without cost or additional permission, provided this notice is included.  It may not be sold or republished without permission.  

* Call to Worship: 

We are waiting … 

in the dark of the year we are waiting. 

          We are waiting … 

  for the potter to shape our lives. 

We are waiting … 

to see clearly what lies hidden in the darkness. 

  We are waiting, awake and alert … 

  ready for God to come. 

  In the darkness a candle is lit. 

  The light comforts our waiting. 

  The light reminds us of the one who is to come. 
Call to Worship from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020, pg. 260. © 2019 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

http://www.umcworship.org/
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* Opening Prayer 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

O God, come to us in our need.  Like a shepherd, you care for us.  Like a potter, you shape our 

lives.  Faithful God, we are waiting for you.  Come down to us.   

Come down to us as fire and burn away the bonds that hold us back.  Light our spirits with your 

eternal love.  Shape us with your hands, that we may be vessels fit to receive your presence.  We 

are waiting, Holy One, and place our trust in your love.  Amen. 
Opening Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020, pp. 260-261. Copyright © 2019 by Abingdon Press. Used by 

permission. 

 Prayer of Confession 

Save us, O God.  Save us from indifference and impatience.  Save us from the distractions 

of life.  Enter our lives and restore the goodness you have planted within.  By your saving 

love, draw us into lives of healing and hope.  Heal our brokenness.  Shape our lives with your 

loving hands, that we might reflect your love.  Come down, O God, and restore us this day.  

Amen.   
Prayer of Confession from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020, pp. 261-262. © 2019 by Abingdon Press. Used by 

permission. 

 The Declaration of Pardon 

 Hear the good news: 

 Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 

 That proves God’s love toward us.    

 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  

     Glory to God.  Amen. 

 Passing of the Peace  

  May the peace of Christ be with you. 

   And also with you! 

 The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                UMH #895 

 Our father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name. 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    forever. Amen. 

 Registration of Attendance 

We are tracking our attendance so, thank you in advance to all who will let us know that you have 

watched or read our service this morning, as well tell us anyone who watched with you.  Please 

email Cindy (tappmethodist@gmail.com) with your attendance information. 

 The Lighting of Advent Candle 1                                                       Please See Advent Insert 

mailto:tappmethodist@gmail.com
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 Scriptures   Isaiah 64:1-9                             pp. 694-695 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at 

your presence— 2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to make your 

name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 3When you 

did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your 

presence. 4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God 

besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 5You meet those who gladly do right, those 

who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself 

we transgressed. 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no one who calls 

on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have 

delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 8Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and 

you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and 

do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 

  1 Corinthians 1:3-9                                    pg. 166 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in 

Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 

kind— 6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— 7so that you are not 

lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also 

strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God 

is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Isaiah 64:1-9 and 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches 

of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 The Word of God for the people of God. 

              Thanks be to God. 

* Psalter    Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19                           UMH #801                                                                    
1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,  

you who lead Joseph like a flock!  

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth! 
2In the presence of Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh,  

stir up your might, and come to save us! 
3Restore us, O God;  

let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
4O Lord God of hosts,  

how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 
5You have fed them with the bread of tears,  

and given them tears to drink in full measure. 
6You make us the scorn of our neighbors;  

and our enemies laugh among themselves. 
7Restore us, O God of hosts;  

let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
17But let your hand be upon those of your right hand,  

the ones whom you have made strong for yourself! 
18Then we will never turn back from you;  
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give us life, and we will call on your name! 
19Restore us, O Lord God of hosts!  

Let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

* The Gloria Patri  

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

 world without end. Amen. Amen. 

* Gospel  Mark 13:24-37                                                    pp. 50-51 
24“But in those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light, 
25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27Then he will 

send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 

ends of heaven. 
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 

leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know 

that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all 

these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 
32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 

the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man 

going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 

commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know 

when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 

dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to 

all: Keep awake.” 
Mark 13:24-37 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

    This is the Gospel of the Lord 

      Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 Prayer 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in thy sight, O God 

our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

 The Sermon “Be a Gift”                                        The Reverend Rebecca Minor 

I asked each of these three college students to share with us today what their favorite Christmas 

gift that they ever received was. I’m going to have them to do that now. 

Heather’s Best Christmas Present: 

The best Christmas present I ever received was my dog Camo. He is a white lab and deer hound 

mix. We got him as a Christmas present in 2012. He is the best dog. He is such a cuddle bug and 

loves to be loved on. He has to sleep with me and be touching me as he loves his cuddles. I think 

this is the best present because he has given my life so much joy for 8 years now and he has 

endless love for our family. He is so selfless and appreciative of our attention, and he is our 

protector. 
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Blake's Best Christmas Gift: 

A few years ago, I received a pendant for a necklace that was a cross, but there was a baseball in 

the middle of it. God and Baseball are two things that I hold very close to my heart, and to have 

that combination of them both around my neck serves as a daily reminder for what I believe in 

and love. 

Arleigh’s Best Christmas Gift: 

I just received my favorite Christmas gift this past week at a secret Santa gift exchange. One of 

my best friends had a book made with a quote from each of my friends and family members saying 

their favorite thing about me.  

I also want to share with you one of my favorite Christmas presents that I have ever received. 

First, you need a little back story. When I was in high school there was some difficult times in my 

family. In November of my Junior year of high school I moved in with my pastor and his wife. I 

slowly became a part of the family, and Pastor Bob and Mrs. Sally became my “Mom and Pops”. 

Well, everyone in the family and even some extended family had a homemade knit Christmas 

stocking. Mom would make a new one for every new child born in the family or for a new spouse 

married into the family. This is a special item to have as a part of the family. That first Christmas 

during my junior year, I had a generic stocking. The second Christmas again a generic stocking. 

By the third Christmas I longed for a stocking to show that I was a part of the family. It was my 

fourth Christmas, during my 2nd year of college that I unwrapped one of the best Christmas gifts 

I have ever received, my very own family Christmas Stocking. After Rodney and I got married, 

He and our boys Austin and Ethan got their family stockings. When we adopted Dakota and had 

JeyLynn, they too got their family stockings. It is one of my favorite Christmas gifts because it 

was symbolic of who I had become in the family.  I was no longer an outsider trying to fit in, I 

was one of them.  

Our gospel text today talks about staying alert and being ready, because no one knows the hour 

that the Son of Man, Jesus Christ himself will return. Just as the Jews long ago awaited the coming 

of the Messiah, never knowing when or how, we too long for and wait for the return of Christ. 

Jesus came as a babe in the manger. The scripture text today speaks of returning in the clouds with 

great power and glory. We are not called to stare at the clouds waiting, but we are called to keep 

alert in our waiting. As we are in this Season of Advent we are in a time of waiting, a time of 

waiting for the coming of Christ. It sets up the scene for the celebration of Christmas where we 

once again celebrate the true greatest gift we have ever received, the babe in the manger, 

Immanuel– that means God is with us. As we wait, we are busy buying gifts and making gifts to 

bring hope, love, joy and peace to others.  

Think about the gifts that you have received through the years. What are the gifts that you have 

treasured the most? If you are like, Heather, Blake, Arleigh, and I, what probably comes to mind 

are gifts that made you feel loved, gifts that have brought you great joy, or gifts that have brought 

peace and comfort. 

Jesus calls us to do the same as we keep awake and alert for the time that is to come when he 

returns to usher in the Kingdom of God in its fullness. We are invited to share God’s gifts of hope, 

love, joy and peace to our family, friends, neighbors and to the world. As we do this, we are doing 

our part in building the kingdom of God. As I reflect on the gift of that handmade Christmas 

stocking, I ask the question what do we have to offer to others so that they may feel invited, 

welcomed, and a part of God’s family, as I felt upon receiving that stocking. If Jesus is Immanuel, 

God is with us.  How can we help others know that God is with them during this Advent season? 
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In this time when people are isolated, worried, sad, and even fearful due to the pandemic, illness, 

and death, they long for the reassurance and hope that they are not forgotten and they are not 

alone.   

We keep alert in this waiting by giving of ourselves to God and others, as Jesus Christ himself did 

and has taught us to. I pray that as we buy gifts, wrap gifts, and mail or give gifts, that will bring 

Hope, Love, Joy and Peace, that we ourselves will be a gift to all with whom we may come in 

contact. In what way can your speech and action bring hope to others, give love to others, share 

joy with others, or provide peace to others? We may have discussed tangible items that we have 

received as Christmas gifts, but it is the people in our lives that have been the gifts we truly treasure 

because it is those individuals that have been a living witness to how we are to care for one another. 

We can give gifts, but I say be a gift. Be a gift to others every day in any opportunity that arrives. 

In doing so we keep alert in our waiting for Christ to come. And the good news of Jesus Christ is 

God is with us. Amen. 

 Hymn of Response        “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”                               UMH #196 

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, 

let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, 

joy of every longing heart. 

2. Born thy people to deliver, 

born a child and yet a King, 

born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal spirit 

rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all sufficient merit, 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 

* Affirmation of Faith     The Nicene Creed                                                             UMH #880 

 We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

     he came down from heaven, 

     was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

     and became truly human. 

     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

     he suffered death and was buried. 

     On the third day he rose again 

     in accordance with the Scriptures; 

     he ascended into heaven 

     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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     He will come again in glory 

     to judge the living and the dead, 

     and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son 

     is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism 

     for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns 

We want to continue to pray for the healing of the nations through this pandemic.  Remember 

those who have been in the hospital for treatments and surgeries as well as recovery from COVID 

19. Remember those who are isolated with no one to interface with. Please continue to remember 

praying for your prayer partners, our home bound folks and those in the nursing, rehab, and 

assisted living facilities, for those on the front lines and doing the most necessary work.  Please 

let us know of other prayer concerns and needs. We do have folks who are willing and able to 

pick up & deliver groceries and medicine.  

 Pastoral Prayer 

Gracious and merciful God, we humbly come before you this day. We gather together to worship 

and adore you. We know that we would have nothing without you O God, as you are the creator 

of all things. You formed each and every one of us. You have created us in your image to love 

you and to love one another. We praise you this day, O God, for all that you have blessed us with. 

We give thanks for your unending love and faithfulness. 

As we enter this season of Advent, we acknowledge our unease with a time of waiting. We at 

times become impatient. We want your Kingdom to come on Earth now as it is in heaven. We 

long to see you in all your glory and power. But we must wait, and in this waiting, we are called 

to take care of one another, and of this creation you have blessed us with. Out of our care and 

love, we come to you to pray for the sick and the hurting. We pray for those who are fighting to 

survive this pandemic. We pray for their loved ones who cannot be with them. We pray for those 

having surgery, and those recovering from surgery. We pray for those who are enduring cancer 

treatments. We pray for those suffering from addiction and are striving to stay clean. Lord as we 

pray for these, help us also to show them our love and care in action as best we are able to. 

O Lord, we pray for our nation. We pray for unity and peace. We pray for a peaceful transfer of 

power in the next couple of months. We pray for all the nations of the world and their leaders. We 

pray that as they have been given authority and power, they will discern and understand what the 

best and most responsible way is to use that authority and power. We pray for the church universal 

as it continues to be the hands and feet of Christ all around the world. May we continue to bring 

Hope, Love, Joy and Peace to all that we encounter. May your Holy Spirit guide us to be a witness 

to Christ in all that we say and do, and in doing so be a gift to others. Hear our prayers and the 

prayers of our hearts this day, in the name Of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior we pray. Amen. 

 The Offering      Special Offering: 5th Sunday Wooden Plate Offering 
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Please remember to keep your tithes and offerings up so that the ministry of our church can 

continue.  You may drop it off in the collection plate as you leave the church this morning, you 

may mail it to P. O. Box 326, Tappahannock, VA 22560, or use the E-Giving link available on 

our website at www.tappahannockmethodist.org.  Thank you for your continued support! 

 The Offertory   “Give Me Jesus / Emmanuel”  
“Give Me Jesus” by Fernando Ortega. Words: Public Domain. Music © 2000 Dejamesolo Music (Admin. by CURB | Word 

Music Publishing), Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp.). CCLI Song #3295728. CCLI License #2350408.   
“Emmanuel” by Bob McGee. © 1976 C.A. Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.). CCLI Song #12949. CCLI License 

#2350408.              
* Doxology                                               UMH #95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.              

 Closing Hymn                   “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                        UMH #206

Refrain: 

In him, there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

1. I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus. {R} 

2. I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 

and show me the way to the Father. {R} 

3. I'm looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 

we shall know the joy of Jesus 

 

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” by Kathleen Thomerson. © 1970, 1975 Celebration. CCLI Song #89848. CCLI       

License #2350408.              

Benediction 

In the quiet, God speaks to us.  Go with joy, and remain aware and awake.  Grace and peace to 

you, from God the creator, and from our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 Benediction adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020, pp. 260-262. © 2019 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission. 

 Postlude     “Soon and Very Soon” 
“Soon and Very Soon” by Andraé Crouch. © 1971 Bud John Songs, Inc. (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Crouch Music 

Corp. (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing). CCLI Song #11249. CCLI License #2350408.              
 

 

 

 

Thank you for participating in today’s service! 

Please email the office tappmethodist@gmail.com and let us know if you watched or read the full 

service, and if anyone joined you, so we may include you in our attendance count. We are also 

extremely interested in your feedback, including from those who attended in-person this morning.   

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 

http://www.tappahannockmethodist.org/
mailto:tappmethodist@gmail.com
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Jennifer Amirault (Beth McKinney’s daughter), Alice Boyd, Natalia Breunig & her mom, Katie Breunig, 

John Erik Carlson & K.C. Whitaker and their families, Betty Cooper, Mary Ellen Culver, Olivia Egge, 

Joan & Doug Floyd, Jack Henicheck, Sandy Hill, Karin Huber, Alaina Manley, Jacob McGuckin, Monica 

Newsham, Mary Lou Simpson, Judy Lewis Steigelman, Nancy Tiller, Cody & Katie Walker.  Inclusion 

& equality for the LGBTQ family & friends.  All affected by critical weather conditions and violence, 

everyone who struggles with drug addiction and alcoholism, those in peril around the world, all missing 

persons, and those who serve in the Armed Forces.  Everyone around the world as we fight to stop the 

spread of COVID-19.  

MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS: SSGT Jonathan Simpson, Kage Alexander Smith. 

PRAYERS AND CARDS ARE WELCOME FOR THESE MEMBERS     

Lee Black, Jim Climaldi, Cecile Farmer, Ginny Flaherty, Edna Parrish, Eleanor Rehm, and Jean Rhines. 

* Please contact the office if you would like the phone number or address for any of these members of 

our church family. 

Thank you for being in worship with us today. 

We seek to be the Disciples of Christ, welcoming all as we nurture and 

support one another through service and outreach. 

Our facility is handicap accessible. 

Pastor: The Reverend Rebecca Minor, Cell Phone: 757-870-8265   

Minister of Congregational Life: The Reverend Barbara M. Jacobs  

 Co-Music Directors: Rob & Kelly Wright 

Administrative Assistant: Cindy Huber, Cell Phone (949) 522-5204 

Church: 804-443-2278 / Church Administrative Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com   

Worship Registration Email: TMUMCWorship@gmail.com   

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue, Wed, Thu: 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Administrative Assistant’s New Hours (Off Site): Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  

Thank you to our pianist today, Beth Harvey! 

Today’s Leaders: 

Usher: Mary Barrack 

Videographer: Rodney Minor 

Worship Registrars: Steve & Teresa Angel 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 

 Blake Edwards 

Heather McMahon 

Arleigh Wood 

for Participating in Today’s Worship Service  

in Celebration of United Methodist Student Day! 


