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“To all who mourn and need comfort, 

to all who are tired and need rest, 

to all who are lonely and need companionship, 

to all who sin and need a Savior, and to all who will, 

this church opens wide its doors.” 
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3rd Sunday of Easter 
“Peace in the Chaos” 

Acts 3:12-19; I John 3:1-7; Psalm 4; Luke 24:36b-48 

April 18, 2021 

<>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< +  

 Prelude    “In the Garden”  

 Welcome & Announcements 

Good Morning! I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I welcome you to 

our time of worship today. I welcome those who are present with us in the sanctuary as well as 

those worshiping online via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We welcome your feedback as we 

continue offering in person and online worship. 

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!! 

 Opening Hymn         “Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word”                                            UMH # 596 

1. Blessed Jesus, at thy word 

we are gathered all to hear thee; 

let our hearts and souls be stirred 

now to seek and love and fear thee, 

by thy teachings sweet and holy, 

drawn from earth to love thee solely. 

2. All our knowledge, sense, and sight 

lie in deepest darkness shrouded, 

till thy spirit breaks our night 

with the beams of truth unclouded. 

Thou alone to God canst win us; 

thou must work all good within us. 

3. Glorious Lord, thyself impart! 

Light of light, from God proceeding, 

open thou our ears and heart; 

help us by thy spirit's pleading; 

hear the cry thy people raises; 

hear, and bless our prayers and praises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Call to Worship: 

Answer us when we call, O God. 

Be gracious to us and hear our prayer. 

          When we are in distress, you make space for us. 

  You put gladness in our hearts, as with a fine feast. 

When we are disturbed, may we not sin, 

but ponder things on our beds, and be silent. 

  I will both lie down and sleep in peace. 

  For you alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety. 
Call to Worship from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2021, pg. 95. © 2020 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

* Opening Prayer 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Holy God, we give thanks that you often reveal yourself to be different from our expectations.  

When we long for the love we have known in the past, our eyes are dimmed to the beauty you 

reveal to us now.  As your first followers struggled to see how a suffering savior could be the 

messiah, we strain to recognize you still today.   

Come, Spirit, make yourself known in the study of scripture, in our songs of praise, and especially 

in the grace and love we offer one another.  Make yourself known in every friend we have yet to 
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meet in your good and blessed name.  Amen.   
Opening Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2021, pp. 95-96. Copyright © 2020 by Abingdon Press. Used by 

permission. 

 Prayer of Confession 

Spirit of the Risen Savior, when we fail to recognize you, we become reluctant to follow in 

your way.  Just as the disciples struggled to comprehend how the Christ could have been a 

suffering servant, we find it difficult to see you in those who suffer today.  We resist starting 

down the path you have shown us until we know exactly where it will lead.  Free us from 

cynicism and fear.  Liberate your world from suspicion and prejudice.  Forgive us, Living 

Lord, and lead us wherever you will. 
Prayer of Confession from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2021, pg. 96. © 2020 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission. 

 The Declaration of Pardon 

 Hear the good news: 

 Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 

 That proves God’s love toward us.    

 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  

     Glory to God.  Amen. 

 Passing of the Peace  

  May the peace of Christ be with you. 

   And also with you! 

 The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                               UMH # 895 

 Our father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name. 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    forever. Amen. 

 Registration of Attendance 

We are tracking our attendance, so please email our Administrative Assistant, Cindy, at 

tappmethodist@gmail.com and let us know that you have read or watched our service this 

morning, and if anyone watched with you.   

 Scriptures   Acts 3:12-19                                                                    pp. 120-121 
12When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why 

do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? 13The God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his 

servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had 

decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a 

murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To 

this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom 

you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the 

presence of all of you. 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 

mailto:tappmethodist@gmail.com
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rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah 

would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, 

 1 John 3:1-7                                                                           pg. 240 

3 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is 

what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are 

God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when 

he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him 

purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was 

revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one 

who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who 

does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
Acts 3:12-19 and 1 John 3:1-7 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 The Word of God for the people of God. 

              Thanks be to God. 

* Psalter    Psalm 4         UMH # 741   
1Answer me when I call, O God of my right!  

You have given me room when I was in distress.  

Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer. 
2How long, O people, shall my honor suffer shame?  

How long will you love vain words, and seek after lies?   
3But know that the Lord has set apart the righteous as God’s own;  

the Lord hears when I call. 
4Be angry, but do not sin;  

commune with your own hearts in your beds, and be silent.   
5Offer right sacrifices,  

and put your trust in the Lord. 
6There are many who say, “O that we might see some good!  

Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O Lord!” 
7You have put more joy in my heart  

than they have when their grain and wine abound. 
8In peace I will both lie down and sleep;  

for you alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety. 

* The Gloria Patri  

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

 world without end. Amen. Amen. 

* Gospel      Luke 24:36b-48                                                                        pg. 90 
36Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were startled 

and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you 

frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is 

I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And 

when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were 

disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave 

him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 44Then he said to them, 
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“These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about 

me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their 

minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is 

to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 

is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of 

these things. 
Luke 24:36b-48 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

    This is the Gospel of the Lord 

      Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 The Sermon “Peace in the Chaos”                       The Reverend Rebecca Minor 

Last week during Rev. Barb’s sermon Thomas’ doubting was brought up and Rev. Barb said, 

“Thomas gets a bad rap, but that’s another sermon”. I completely agree with what Rev. Barb said.  

In our text from Luke as Jesus stands before the disciples, the disciples are described as startled, 

and terrified. Jesus asks them why they are frightened and why they allow doubts to arise in their 

hearts. Prior to Jesus appearing to them in the upper room, the disciples were in hiding and full of 

fear and worry as Jesus their Rabbi, their teacher, their Lord has been killed and who knows what 

will happen to them. And now as he stands before them, they are startled and can’t believe he is 

right there in front of them. How can this be? Thomas had said that unless he could see the nail 

marks in his hands, and unless he could touch his pierced side he would not believe.  Thomas 

naturally had doubts that someone who was killed and buried was seen alive in the flesh. He is 

saying that he wants to be able to see it for himself. To see for himself, that not only does Jesus 

live but that this peace and life Jesus offers is truly a reality. 

Think about some of the doubts you have had over time in your faith. Maybe for some of you it 

was the concept of the virgin birth.  Maybe for others it’s Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. 

Others could ask, “Did he really walk on water? How could that be?” And maybe for some, you 

have never questioned and just believed. I can relate to and understand Thomas’ doubt. I had my 

own times of questioning my faith and what I say I believe in. It wasn’t because I didn’t fully 

believe, but it was because I was struggling to understand it more in depth and what that faith was 

calling me to be and do. When I was in these times of doubt or questioning, Jesus himself might 

not have been physically present to talk to or to touch, but something in creation or the presence 

of another moved me spiritually to deepen my faith. It was through seeing the beauty of the Blue 

Ridge Mountains from my dorm at Shenandoah University that touched my spirit when discerning 

my call to ministry. It was the love and hug from a dear friend as I cried hysterically “Why God?” 

when I found out my mother had died. 

I can imagine and feel the pain of the women at the tomb, or the fear of the disciples locked up in 

the upper room.  These are emotions that we all go through. It’s a struggle to receive the words of 

peace from Jesus and to not doubt. Because we have so many questions of “How” and “Why”. 

We look at our struggles and hardships, and we doubt that we will be able to find peace.  If you 

are not struggling with finding peace in your life, I ask you to think of others around you, in your 

family, your friends, people of this community, people in our nation, and our world who are 

questioning and doubting this peace that Christ offers.  As Psalm 4:6 reads, “There are many who 

say, ‘O that we might see some good!’ Let the light of your face shine on us, O Lord!” I think of 

the wife who just lost her husband to COVID. I think of children embattled in their parents’ nasty 

divorce. I think of a woman who has just suffered her fourth miscarriage.  I think of the person 

who just lost their best friend to suicide. I think of the loved ones of a driver shot and killed at a 

traffic stop. I think of the loved ones of a police officer shot and killed at another traffic stop. I 
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think of the son lost because of a drunk driver. I think of the hundreds of anti-coup protestors 

killed in Myanmar. I think of those risking their lives trying to cross national borders for safety 

and freedom.  These are individuals crying out “Oh that we might see some good!” “Oh, that we 

might find peace!” 

Psalm 4 begins with, “Answer me when I call, O God of my right! You gave me room when I was 

in distress. Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer.” We doubt and have questions of faith because 

of the negative experiences, trials, and deep valleys we have had to walk through. But these 

experiences, trials, and deep valleys can also be the source of faith renewal. The disciples, 

including Thomas just went through a deep dark valley, in which Jesus was killed and died.  It is 

understandable to doubt. To doubt that peace is still available. That hope is still present. That Jesus 

is alive. Thomas needed that proof. And sometimes we need that proof as well.  Unlike Thomas, 

we can’t physically touch Jesus, but we can find Jesus in creation and in one another.  Jesus opened 

the minds of the disciples to understand the scriptures after giving them peace, and proving 

himself to be alive by eating a meal with them. In helping them to understand the scriptures, and 

that through his death and resurrection redemption and salvation is possible, He gives them the 

responsibility of sharing this truth to all the nations calling for repentance, and forgiveness of sins. 

Jesus tells them you are witnesses of these things. We are the present-day witnesses to this good 

news.  

It is only through repentance and forgiveness that is found in Christ Jesus, that we are redeemed 

and receive the true peace of life eternal with God. We have the responsibility to share that 

proclamation of faith with others. But we must also be a representation and witness of the suffering 

servant and peace giver to others in their time of fear, doubt, distress and grief just as Jesus was 

in the upper room, when he said those words, “Peace be with you”. Then he stayed with them, 

helped them to believe and understand. We are to be instruments of God’s peace, as we walk with 

others in their dark valleys. In their times of suffering and trial. Many people are doubting that 

they can find that peace. How can you bring the peace of Christ to them in their moments of 

doubt?  Love on those children who feel its their fault their parents are getting divorced. Offer 

your shoulder to cry on to the woman who has miscarried for the fourth time. Hold the hand of 

the wife who just lost her husband to COVID. Call the young man you know who just lost his best 

friend to suicide. Hold a prayer vigil for innocent lives lost and war.  

It is hard to see light in the midst of great darkness. It is hard to find peace in the midst of chaos. 

The last verse from our Psalter reads, “I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O 

Lord, make me lie down in safety.” The world can be full of darkness and chaos. The world can 

be unforgiving and relentless. People can do evil things that bring great tragedy and suffering to 

innocent lives. But we are reminded that we are children of God, and one day when God is 

revealed, we as his children will be like him, for we will see him as he is. These are the words of 

hope spoken in 1 John chapter 3.   

We are promised that eternal peace and hope. We cling to that and know that it only comes through 

the love the Father has given us through Jesus Christ his Son. We will have that eternal peace, but 

in the meantime, in the times of doubting, in the times of chaos, be the presence of the peace of 

Christ to others, as they cry out “How” and “Why.” And if you are the one doubting or walking 

in the deep dark valley, allow the presence and peace of Christ to come to you through the beauty 

of creation and the people around you. Jesus Christ is the peace in the storms of life, but sometimes 

like Peter when he walked out on the water and became frightened, our doubt and fears keep us 

from focusing on and seeing Christ. Our brothers and sisters of faith walk alongside us and remind 
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us where our focus needs to be and help us find the peace in the storm. May we be the witness of 

the peace of Christ in the midst of others storms, as Christ is always with us. Amen. 

 Hymn of Response        “We Meet You, O Christ”                                                UMH # 257                                         
1. We meet you, O Christ, in many a guise; 

your image we see in simple and wise. 

You live in a palace, exist in a shack; 

we see you, the gardener, a tree on your back. 

2. In millions alive, away and abroad; 

involved in our life you live down the road. 

Imprisoned in systems, you long to be free; 

we see you, Lord Jesus, still bearing your tree. 

3. We hear you, O man, in agony cry; 

for freedom you march, in riots you die. 

Your face in the papers we read and we see. 

The tree must be planted by human decree. 

4. You choose to be made at one with the earth; 

the dark of the grave prepares for your birth. 

Your death is your rising, creative your word; 

the tree springs to life and our hope is restored. 
“We Meet you, O Christ” by Carl Schalk and Fred Kaan. Words © 1968 Hope Publishing Company. Music © 1989 The United 

Methodist Publishing House (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.). CCLI Song # 1497439. CCLI License #2350408.        

* Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                UMH # 883 

 We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 

 We believe in God: 

  who has created and is creating, 

  who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 

   to reconcile and make new, 

  who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

 We trust in God: 

 We are called to be the church: 

  to celebrate God’s presence, 

  to love and serve others, 

  to seek justice and resist evil, 

  to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

   our judge and our hope. 

 In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

  God is with us. 

 We are not alone. 

 Thanks be to God. Amen. 
A Statement of Faith of the United Church of Canada, United Methodist Hymnal, no. 883, by permission of The United 

Church of Canada.  Copyright © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House.  Used by permission. 

Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns 

We continue to pray for the healing of the nations through this pandemic.  Remember those who 

have been in the hospital for treatments and surgeries as well as for recovery from COVID 19. 

Remember those who are isolated with no one to interface with. Please continue to pray for your 

prayer partners, our homebound folks and those in nursing, rehab, and assisted living facilities, as 

well as for those on the front lines and doing the most necessary work.  Please let us know of other 

prayer concerns and needs. We do have folks who are willing and able to pick up & deliver 

groceries and medicine.  

 Pastoral Prayer  

Holy and loving God. We gather together this day to worship you for all that you are and for all 

that you have created us to be. You call us into relationship with you and with one another, and 

that relationship is to be guided by love. You have given the example of what love looks like 

through the life, death, and resurrection of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. And so, you 

invite us to live out love in service to one another. We are grateful for the blessings of gifts and 
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graces you have given to us to share in ministry and service to the world. We praise you and strive 

to glorify your name in all that we say and do. 

Today, we pray for the peace of Christ to abound in all people: those who are suffering in pain, 

those who are facing surgery, those who are going through medical treatments, those who are 

struggling with mental health, those fighting addictions, and those filled with grief and despair.  

We pray for our nation and all the nations of the world. We pray for their leaders, for their 

discernment, wisdom, and humility as they lead and govern. We pray for your hope to ignite our 

hearts even in the midst of chaos and tribulation. There is no darkness that your light can’t shine 

through. May your Holy Spirit give us the courage and wisdom to seek and find the light shining 

around us, in us, and in one another.  

Gracious God, as we cling to the peace of Christ that anchors us, help us to bring and be peace to 

others. Use us to be present with them in their chaos and despair that we might share the light and 

hope of Christ with them. Guide our feet, our words, our thoughts, and our deeds to reflect your 

love in new ways to the world around us. We lift up this pray and the prayers of our hearts in the 

name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen  

 The Offering      Special Offering: Native American Ministries  

Please remember to keep your tithes and offerings current so that the ministries and missions of 

our church can continue.  You may drop them off in the collection plate as you leave the church 

this morning, you may mail them to P. O. Box 326, Tappahannock, VA 22560, or use the E-

Giving link available on our website at www.tappahannockmethodist.org.  Thank you for your 

continued support! 

 The Offertory   “Jesus Loves Me”                                             

* Doxology                                              UMH # 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.              

Closing Hymn                   “He Touched Me”                                                           UMH # 367                             

Refrain: 

He touched me, O he touched me, 

And O the joy that floods my soul! 

Something happened and now I know, 

he touched me and made me whole. 

1. Shackled by a heavy burden, 

neath a load of guilt and shame, 

then the hand of Jesus touched me, 

and now I am no longer the same. {R} 

2. Since I met this blessed Savior, 

since he cleansed and made me whole, 

I will never cease to praise him, 

I'll shout it while eternity rolls. {R} 

“He Touched Me” by William J. Gaither. © 1964 William J. Gaither, Inc. (Admin. by Gaither Copyright Management). CCLI 

Song # 2699713072. CCLI License #2350408.        

* Benediction 

  Go now with the peace of God the father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

* Postlude     “Blessed Assurance” 
 

 
Thank you for joining us in worship! 

http://www.tappahannockmethodist.org/
https://www.definitions.net/definition/touched
https://www.definitions.net/definition/touched
https://www.definitions.net/definition/floods
https://www.definitions.net/definition/happened
https://www.definitions.net/definition/touched
https://www.definitions.net/definition/heavy
https://www.definitions.net/definition/guilt
https://www.definitions.net/definition/Jesus
https://www.definitions.net/definition/longer
https://www.definitions.net/definition/blessed
https://www.definitions.net/definition/cleansed
https://www.definitions.net/definition/never
https://www.definitions.net/definition/praise
https://www.definitions.net/definition/shout
https://www.definitions.net/definition/while
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PRAYER LIST 

Jennifer Amirault, the family of Michael Baird, Eddie Bliss, Alice Boyd, Betty Cooper, Cindy Culpepper, 

Olivia Egge, the family of Arthur ‘Ozzie’ Farber, Joan Floyd, Sydney Fogg, Karin Huber, the family of 

Kevin Kennedy, Lisa Lindstaedt, the family of Pastor Stephen Livingston, Jacob McGuckin, Alaina 

Manley, Yvonne Minor, Mae Mullins, Monica Newsham, Misti Potter, Arthur Ricker, Jim Simpson, 

Mary Lou Simpson, Jeff Stout, Marge Taylor, Jackson Titmus, Carolyn White, and Kelly Wright.  

Inclusion & equality for the LGBTQ family & friends.  All affected by critical weather conditions and 

violence, everyone who struggles with drug addiction and alcoholism, those in peril around the world, 

all missing persons, and those who serve in the Armed Forces.  Everyone around the world as we fight 

to stop the spread of COVID-19. 

MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS: SSGT Tanner Croxton, SSGT Jonathan Simpson. 

PRAYERS AND CARDS ARE WELCOME FOR THESE MEMBERS     

Lee Black, Felix and Barbara Brooks, Jim Climaldi, Jean Edwards, Cecile Farmer,  

Edna Parrish, Eleanor Rehm, Jean Rhines, and Jim Simpson. 

* Please contact the office if you would like the phone number or address for any of these members of 

our church family. 

SERVICE AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

Today:  10:00 am  3rd Sunday of Easter 

       Special Offering: Native American Ministries 

    11:00 am  Faith Forum: In-person & via Zoom 

Wed:   10:30 am  Wednesday Morning Group: In-person & via Zoom 

Thu: 12:00 pm  Weekly Prayer Time: In-person only 

Sun, April 25: 10:00 am  4th Sunday of Easter 

 11:00 am  Glory Ringers Rehearsal 

Thank you for being in worship with us today. 

We seek to be the Disciples of Christ, welcoming all as we nurture and 

support one another through service and outreach. 

Our facility is handicap accessible. 

Pastor: The Reverend Rebecca Minor, Cell Phone: 757-870-8265   

Minister of Congregational Life: The Reverend Barbara M. Jacobs  

 Co-Music Directors: Rob & Kelly Wright 

Pianist: Beth Harvey 

Administrative Assistant: Cindy Huber, Cell Phone (949) 522-5204 

Church: 804-443-2278 / Church Administrative Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com   

Worship Registration Email: TMUMCWorship@gmail.com   

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue, Wed, Thu: 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Administrative Assistant’s Hours (Off Site): Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  

Today’s Leaders: 

Altar Guild: Kathy Parker 

Lector: Steve McMahon 

Teller: Susan Hendricks 

Ushers: Frauke Darnell & John Harvey 

Videographer: Rodney Minor 


