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“To all who mourn and need comfort, 

to all who are tired and need rest, 

to all who are lonely and need companionship, 

to all who sin and need a Savior, and to all who will, 

this church opens wide its doors.” 
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4th Sunday of Advent 
“Everyday Angels” 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:47-55; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

December 20, 2020 

<>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< +  

 Prelude    “Silent Night”  
“Silent Night” by Franz Xaver Gruber, Joel Raney, John Freeman Young, and Joseph Mohr. Words: Public Domain.  Music © 

2011 Hope Publishing Company. CCLI Song # 4424794. CCLI License #2350408.        

 Welcome & Announcements 

Good Morning! I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I welcome you to 

our time of worship today. I welcome those who are present with us in the sanctuary as well as 

those worshiping online via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We welcome your feedback as we 

continue offering in person and online worship. 

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!! 

 Opening Hymn         “Angels from the Realms of Glory”                                UMH # 220 

Refrain: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn king. 

1. Angels from the realms of glory, 

wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

ye who sang creation's story 

now proclaim Messiah's birth: {R} 

2. Shepherds, in the field abiding, 

watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing; 

yonder shines the infant light: {R} 

3. Sages, leave your contemplations, 

brighter visions beam afar; 

seek the great Desire of nations; 

ye have seen his natal star: {R} 

4. Saints, before the altar bending, 

watching long in hope and fear; 

suddenly the Lord, descending, 

in his temple shall appear: {R} 

* Call to Worship: 

God looks kindly on us when we are at our lowest. 

          Rejoice in God our Savior. 

God has done great things for us in times past. 

God will do great things for us in days to come. 

  Rejoice in God our Savior. 

  Christ’s mercy is upon us, offering hope in times of despair. 

  Rejoice in God our Savior. 

  Christ’s love has made us whole. 

  Rejoice in God our Savior. 

  The Spirit’s power disarms our pride and prejudice. 

  Rejoice in God our Savior. 

  The Spirit’s power strengthens our mercy and compassion. 

  Rejoice in God our Savior. 

  Even as we are filled this day, 

  May we go forth to nourish a world in need. 

  Rejoice in God our Savior. 
Call to Worship from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020, pp. 273-274. © 2019 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  
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* Opening Prayer 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Mighty God, pour out your Holy Spirit on all of us gathered here.  As we follow in Mary’s 

footsteps, open our hearts, that we might be filled with your goodness and your love. 

Live in us, that we might bear the Christ light for all to see.  Overshadow us with your presence, 

that we might truly be blesses and offer your blessing of love to the world.   
Opening Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020, pg. 274. Copyright © 2019 by Abingdon Press. Used by 

permission. 

 Prayer of Yearning 

Savior God, shine upon us with your grace.  We long to align ourselves with the proud and 

the almighty.  Guides us to walk with those who are poor and weak.  When we yearn for 

riches and glory, guide our hearts back to your thirst for justice and righteousness.  

Remember us with mercy.   

We desire to live as the household of faith you would have us be.  Help us live according to 

your gospel and trust that all things are possible in your love.  In Christ’s saving grace, we 

pray.  Amen.   
Prayer of Yearning from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020, pp. 274-275. © 2019 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission. 

 The Declaration of Pardon 

 Hear the good news: 

 Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 

 That proves God’s love toward us.    

 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  

     Glory to God.  Amen. 

 Passing of the Peace  

  May the peace of Christ be with you. 

   And also with you! 

 The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                               UMH # 895 

 Our father, who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be thy name. 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    forever. Amen. 

 Registration of Attendance 

We are tracking our attendance so, thank you in advance to all who will let us know that you have 

watched or read our service this morning, as well tell us anyone who watched with you.  Please 

email Cindy (tappmethodist@gmail.com) with your attendance information. 

mailto:tappmethodist@gmail.com


  
 

Page 4 of 10 
 

 The Lighting of Advent Candle 4                                                       Please See Advent Insert 

 Scriptures   2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16                                                pg. 281 

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies 

around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but 

the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for 

the Lord is with you.” 
4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: Thus 

says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since 

the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in 

a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever 

speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people 

Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say 

to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the 

sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have 

cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of 

the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, 

so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them 

no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will 

give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make 

you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne 

shall be established forever. 

  Romans 16:25-27                                              pg. 165 
25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus 

Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but is now 

disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the 

command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27to the only wise God, 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16, and Romans 16:25-27 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 The Word of God for the people of God. 

              Thanks be to God. 

* Canticle    Canticle of Mary                                    UMH # 199                                                                  

 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,  

 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  

  who has looked with favor on me, a lowly servant.  

From this day all generations shall call me blessed: 
 the Almighty has done great things for me,  

  and holy is the name of the Lord, 

   whose mercy is on those who fear God  

  from generation to generation.  

The arm of the Lord is strong, 

  and has scattered the proud in their conceit.  

 God has cast down the might from their thrones,  

  and lifted up the lowly. 

God has filled the hungry with good things,  

  and sent the rich empty away.  
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 God has come to the aid of Israel, the chosen servant, 

  Remembering the promise of mercy,  

  the promise made to our forebears,  

  to Abraham and to his children for ever. 

* The Gloria Patri  

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

 world without end. Amen. Amen. 

* Gospel  Luke 1:26-38                                                    pp. 56-57 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to 

a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 

Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she 

was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel 

said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will 

be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 

David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 

end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said 

to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the 

servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
Luke 1:26-38 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

    This is the Gospel of the Lord 

      Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 Prayer 

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in thy sight, O God 

our rock and our redeemer. Amen. 

 The Sermon “Everyday Angels”                          The Reverend Rebecca Minor 

There was a TV show that I used to watch back when I was in High School and I’m sure that some 

of you might have watched it as well. The show was “Touched by an Angel.” I loved that show. 

These three angels would speak to people to try and turn their hearts or help them right a wrong. 

These angels helped individuals face the worse in themselves to find forgiveness and grace. Oh, 

don’t you wish that were a present-day reality. That we could have an angel confront us and help 

us to be the loving people we are called to be or bring us peace and hope when we feel we are 

experiencing the worst in life. I love that scripture verse from Hebrews 13:2 “Do not forget to 

show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels 

without knowing it.” I believe that there are people among us that are present everyday angels 

who can influence our lives for good and change us if we take the time to open ourselves up and 

listen. I’m not saying that we are going to have a Touched by An Angel moment so to speak, but 

I do think God uses everyday people to guide us and teach us. 

Mary on the other hand truly saw and spoke with the angel Gabriel. Gabriel says to Mary 

“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you…. Do not be afraid Mary for you have found favor 
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with God.” He then goes on to explain to her that she will carry the Son of God and give birth to 

him, and name him Jesus. Mary is of course perplexed and wants to know how this could happen. 

After hearing from Gabriel that the Holy Spirit and the power of God will bring this in to being, 

Mary’s response is, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 

She goes on from there to share her song, the Magnificat which means “my soul magnifies the 

Lord.” Mary praises God. She rejoices that God has found favor with her, someone who is seen 

as lowly and unimportant to society. Wow. What faith Mary has. 

Here Mary is, a young teenager, who is engaged to be married and has her whole life ahead of 

her. The Angel Gabriel isn’t bringing her what most people would call good news. You are going 

to become pregnant as an unwed virgin. The unspoken part of this message, is yes Joseph is going 

to have a very difficult time with this and will even consider leaving you. Yes, people are going 

to look down on you once they realize you are pregnant before getting married. Who knows how 

your family and friends are going to respond. And you might not want to tell the whole world that 

it’s God’s son because they might think you are crazy. Is this really what a favored one of God 

has to go through? But Mary listens to Gabriel, and she has faith that God will take care of her. 

Not only does she say, “Here am I”, she praises God and rejoices for His mighty work that lifts 

up the lowly. She gives her all to God in this moment. 

There could be only one Mary, only one woman who could carry the Son of God and give birth 

to him. God chose Mary. God found favor on Mary for this particular job. Mary was truly blessed 

like no one else ever has been or ever will be.  God saw her humble spirit, her faith and her 

willingness to serve. Throughout scripture God has found favor with different individuals to do 

his kingdom building work, and to be messengers of His word and truth. What we find unique 

about all of them is not their great might and power, or riches and fame. It is their humbleness, 

their meekness, their faith, and their willingness to serve God. We think of David the shepherd 

boy, we think of Esther who speaks against evil in power. We think of the fisherman who become 

Jesus’ disciples. God still sees favor in others each and every day to do work for the kingdom. 

God still uses the humble, the meek, the lowly who have faith and are willing to stand up and say, 

“Here am I”, just like Mary did. No one else could do what Mary did, and birth and raise the Son 

of God along with Joseph. And today we all recognize that and give thanks for that. How many 

of us would have had the faith like Mary? But isn’t that what we are all tasked with - to be ready 

in faith to answer God’s call to serve. 

We might not have the Angel Gabriel stand before us and give us a divine message. And we may 

not carry the son of God like Mary. However, if we truly are Disciples of Christ, do we not carry 

Jesus in our hearts? And does God not show us favor as we humbly serve to bring the Good News 

of Christ to others? An angel is a messenger of God. We might not be celestial, and have wings, 

or a dazzling white robe, but I believe God, in his favor, calls us to be present day angels in the 

world around us bringing the good news of hope, joy, peace, and love to all that we come in 

contact with. 

The COVID pandemic has been a very difficult time on all of us. I have listened to family friends, 

and our own church members that have felt so isolated, some who are so heartbroken not to be 

with their family for Thanksgiving or Christmas. I have heard the sadness of knowing loved ones 

who have died or suffered through the virus. I have heard the fear of those facing financial crisis 

and possible bankruptcy, as well as those begging for some help at this Christmas time.  To these, 
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life seems dark and gloomy. The shadow of the pandemic is hanging over all of us. The light of 

Christ is still present in the world, but in these difficult times to some it may seem hidden or hard 

to see. They may feel their faith is being tested. We carry the light of Christ in us. We can be a 

messenger of God in this time to share that light with others in the midst of their darkness. Jesus 

is the light in the darkness. Mary rejoiced for the way God was using her to bring that light into 

the world. In what ways are you ready to serve God, and bring the light of Christ to others? And 

as we serve God may we, like Mary, stand in awe of being favored and used by God to do this 

kingdom building work. May we all humbly submit ourselves before God, and in faith, be a 

messenger of God’s love and the light of Christ to all, in doing so we just might be someone’s 

present day angel. And you just might be amazed at who is yours.  Amen. 

 Hymn of Response        “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”                     UMH # 236 

1. While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 

all seated on the ground, 

the angel of the Lord came down, 

and glory shone around, 

and glory shone around. 

2. "Fear not!" said he, for mighty dread 

had seized their troubled mind. 

"Glad tidings of great joy I bring 

to all of humankind, 

to all of humankind. 

3. "To you, in David's town, this day 

is born of David's line 

a Savior, who is Christ the Lord, 

and this shall be the sign, 

and this shall be the sign: 

4. "The heavenly babe you there shall find 

to human view displayed, 

all meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 

and in a manger laid, 

and in a manger laid." 

5. Thus spake the seraph and forthwith 

appeared a shining throng 

of angels praising God on high, 

who thus addressed their song, 

who thus addressed their song: 

6. "All glory be to God on high, 

and to the earth be peace; 

good will henceforth from heaven to earth 

begin and never cease, 

begin and never cease!" 

* Affirmation of Faith                                                                                               UMH # 884 

 We believe in the one God, 

  creator and sustainer of all things, Father of all nations, 

  the source of all goodness and beauty, all truth and love. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, 

  God manifest in the flesh, 

  our teacher, example, and Redeemer, the Savior of the world. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  God present with us for guidance, for comfort, and for strength. 

We believe in the forgiveness of sins, 

 in the life of love and prayer, 

  and in grace equal to every need. 

We believe in the Word of God 

  contained in the Old and New Testaments 

 as the sufficient rule both of faith and of practice. 

We believe in the church, 

  those who are united in the living Lord 

  for the purpose of worship and service. 

We believe in the reign of God 
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 as the divine will realized in human society, 

  and in the family of God, 

  where we are all brothers and sisters. 

We believe in the final triumph of righteousness 

  and in the life everlasting.  Amen.  
A Statement of Faith of the Korean Methodist Church, United Methodist Hymnal, no. 884. Adapt. © 1989 The United 

Methodist Publishing House.  Used by permission. 

 Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns 

We want to continue to pray for the healing of the nations through this pandemic.  Remember 

those who have been in the hospital for treatments and surgeries as well as recovery from COVID 

19. Remember those who are isolated with no one to interface with. Please continue to remember 

praying for your prayer partners, our home bound folks and those in the nursing, rehab, and 

assisted living facilities, for those on the front lines and doing the most necessary work.  Please 

let us know of other prayer concerns and needs. We do have folks who are willing and able to 

pick up & deliver groceries and medicine.  

 Pastoral Prayer 

Gracious and loving God. We humbly come before you in this time of worship. We rejoice and 

give thanks for all that you have blessed us with. Who are we that you are mindful of us? But still, 

you look upon us with favor when we seek your way and humble ourselves in your service. We 

praise you O God for your love and faithfulness that is with us every day.  

O God, we are praying for all of the heartache and devastation that people are enduring. We pray 

for the suffering of those who are ill. We pray for those in despair over their loss of income and 

trying to take care of their families. We pray for the lost and missing, especially innocent children. 

We pray for changed hearts in those that choose evil over good. There is so much pain and 

darkness. In these dark times we search for light. We pray that you can open our eyes to see the 

light of Christ that is shining all around us. Even as we face difficult times there are people to 

walk with us. There are those working on the front lines doing all they can to heal and save others. 

There are people of faith who give food, shelter, and clothing. Guide us Lord to see how we can 

share the light of Christ with others, not only by sharing the good news of Christ, but by living 

out love in action. Give us the strength and courage to do your will. Show us your grace and mercy 

as we continue our journey of faith. Lord, hear our prayers and the prayers of our hearts this day. 

In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord who is the light of the world. Amen. 

 The Offering      Special Offering: United Methodist Family Services  

Please remember to keep your tithes and offerings up so that the ministry of our church can 

continue.  You may drop it off in the collection plate as you leave the church this morning, you 

may mail it to P. O. Box 326, Tappahannock, VA 22560, or use the E-Giving link available on 

our website at www.tappahannockmethodist.org.  Thank you for your continued support! 

 The Offertory   “What Child Is This / Carol of the Bells”  

* Doxology                                              UMH # 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  

praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.              

 Closing Hymn                   “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                        UMH # 230   

1. O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie; 

above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

2. For Christ is born of Mary, 

and gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

http://www.tappahannockmethodist.org/
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the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

the everlasting light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years 

are met in thee tonight. 

their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars together, 

proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the King, 

and peace to all on earth! 

3. How silently, how silently, 

the wondrous gift is given; 

so God imparts to human hearts 

the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, 

but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still 

the dear Christ enters in. 

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, 

be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 

our Lord Emmanuel! 

 Benediction 

May God strengthen you according to the gospel.  May the proclamation of Jesus Christ dwell in 

your hearts and in your lives.  And may the power of the Holy Spirit be with you now and 

forevermore.  Amen.   
 Benediction from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020, pg. 276. © 2019 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission. 

 Postlude     “Joy to the World” 
 

 

 

 

Thank you for participating in today’s service! 

Please email the office tappmethodist@gmail.com and let us know if you watched or read the full 

service, and if anyone joined you, so we may include you in our attendance count. We are also 

extremely interested in your feedback, including from those who attended in-person this morning.   

 

 
 

mailto:tappmethodist@gmail.com
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PRAYER LIST 

Jennifer Amirault (Beth McKinney’s daughter), Agnes Andrews, Alice Boyd, the family of Natalia 

Breunig, John Erik Carlson and family, Betty Cooper, Mary Ellen Culver, Olivia Egge, Joan & Doug 

Floyd, Jack Henicheck, Daniel Hernandez, Sandy Hill, Karin Huber, Richard “Dick” Loomis, Alaina 

Manley, Jacob McGuckin, May Mullins, the family of Joe Nelson, Monica Newsham, the Lux family, 

Mary Lou Simpson, Tim State, the family of Judy Lewis Steigelman, Wendy Tate, Nancy Tiller.  

Inclusion & equality for the LGBTQ family & friends.  All affected by critical weather conditions and 

violence, everyone who struggles with drug addiction and alcoholism, those in peril around the world, 

all missing persons, and those who serve in the Armed Forces.  Everyone around the world as we fight 

to stop the spread of COVID-19.  

MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS: SSGT Jonathan Simpson, Kage Alexander Smith. 

PRAYERS AND CARDS ARE WELCOME FOR THESE MEMBERS     

Lee Black, Jim Climaldi, Cecile Farmer, Ginny Flaherty, Edna Parrish, Eleanor Rehm, and Jean Rhines. 

* Please contact the office if you would like the phone number or address for any of these members of 

our church family. 

SERVICE AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

Today: 10:00 am  4th Sunday of Advent 

      Special Offering: UM Family Services 

Wed:  10:30 am  Wednesday Morning Group – Bible Study 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 

Thu, Dec. 24:   5:00 pm  In-Person & Live on Facebook and YouTube 

    7:00 pm  In-person Only 

Sun, Dec. 27: 10:00 am  1st Sunday after Christmas 

       A Celebration of Carols 

Pastor: The Reverend Rebecca Minor, Cell Phone: 757-870-8265   

Minister of Congregational Life: The Reverend Barbara M. Jacobs  

 Co-Music Directors: Rob & Kelly Wright 

Administrative Assistant: Cindy Huber, Cell Phone (949) 522-5204 

Church: 804-443-2278 / Church Administrative Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com   

Worship Registration Email: TMUMCWorship@gmail.com   

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue, Wed, Thu: 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Administrative Assistant’s Hours (Off Site): Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.  

Thank you to our pianist today, Beth Harvey! 

Today’s Leaders: 

Altar Guild: Kathy Parker and Ellie Wawner 

Lector: Kelly Wright 

Teller: Susan Hendricks 

Ushers: John Harvey and Alan Jacobs 

Worship Registrar: Becky Hundley 

Videographer: Rodney Minor 

 

  


