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“The true light that gives light to everyone was coming 

into the world.” John 1:9 

Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace – these are the words we use to 

reflect on the Advent Wreath and its candles.  Advent is a 

season of waiting and preparation. We prepare our hearts 

for the coming of Christ at Christmas. We also await and 

long for the second coming of Christ. On the first Sunday of 

Advent we light one candle, and each week we light an addi-

tional candle.  On Christmas Eve we light the Christ candle, 

and join in the symbolic lighting of our own individual can-

dles in worship. We are reminded that Jesus is the light of 

the world and we are all called to share that light in our own 

lives to the world. We light the candles of hope, love, joy, and 

peace, because it is in Christ that we have hope, that we are 

loved, that we receive joy, and that we find peace. As disci-

ples of Christ we are to shine the light of hope, love, joy, and 

peace as well.  
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6: 2nd Sunday of Advent 

13: 3rd Sunday of Advent 

20: 4th Sunday of Advent 

 Special Offering: 

 UM Family Services 

24: Christmas Eve 

25: 

27: 1st Sunday after Christmas 

 Celebration of Carols 

31: Watch Night /  

 New Year’s Eve  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1: Feast of the Holy 

 New Year’s Day 

3: Epiphany Sunday 

6: Epiphany of the Lord 

10: Baptism of the Lord 

11: Finance Committee 

17: 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 

 Special Offering: 

 Human Relations Day 

18 -  25:  

 Week of Prayer for  

 Christian  Unity 

18: Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

24: 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

31: 4th Sunday after the Epiphany 

Tappahannock Memorial  United Methodist  Church  

Pastor’s Pen 

COVID-19 UPDATE:   

TMUMC has returned to in-person worship and in-

person meetings!  Zoom access will continue to be 

provided for all meetings and live stream of wor-

ship services will be available on our Facebook and 

YouTube pages each Sunday at 10 a.m.  The videos 

will remain accessible for several weeks after their 

initial live stream.   

Please refer to the following link for our Initial Reopening Plan to 

view all guidelines for attending in-person worship services and in

-person meetings, including pre-registration requirements for all 

in-person worship services.  If you do not have internet access, you 

may call the church office at (804) 443-2278 and request a copy be 

mailed to you.   

You may access the most current information regarding Stage 2 of the reo-

pening of the Virginia Conference of the UMC at https://vaumc.org/return/.    

https://857b2ddd-5fe3-4820-b2f4-d17d9993029f.filesusr.com/ugd/476f16_11547030aab643e38a2acf252ff30cc9.pdf
https://vaumc.org/return/
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LECTORS 

12/06:  John Dille 

12/13:  Frauke Darnell 

12/20:  Rob Wright 

12/27: Diane Carter 

NURSERY 

The Nursery Is Closed  

Until Further Notice 

 USHERS 

12/06 - 12/27  

John Harvey and Alan Jacobs  

Registrars/ Temp Checkers 

12/06:  Becky Hundley 

12/13:  Carol Smith 

12/20:  Becky Hundley 

12/27: Carol Smith 

Alternate:  

 Carol Smith 

TELLER 

Susan Hendricks 

ALTAR GUILD 

 Kathy Parker 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE - TEAM 3 

Becky Hundley* 

Teresa Angel 

Steve Angel 

Frauke Darnell 

DINNER MINISTRY  

Canceled Until Further Notice 

CHRISTMAS EVE LEADERS 

5 pm Service 
Lector: 

Alan Jacobs 

Registrar(s): 

TBD - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Ushers: 

Alan Jacobs & TBD  

7 pm Service 

Lector: 

TBD - VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

Registrar(s): 

TBD - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Ushers: 

TBD - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

December Lay Leaders  

 

 

Sunday, December 20 
Special Offering for  

United Methodist  
Family Services 

“As a nonprofit social service 
organization, we do whatever it 
takes to empower high-risk 
children, their families and 
communities throughout Vir-
ginia. From addressing behav-
ioral and emotional issues to 
finding foster homes, UMFS 
never gives up.” 

 https://www.umfs.org/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Currently) 

Wednesday Morning  

Discussion Group (WMG): 

Every Wednesday @ 10:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS: 

Rodney & Pastor Becca  

Celebrating their  

13th Wedding Anniversary 

on December 8!  

Jim & Debbie Glass 

Celebrating their  

46th Wedding Anniversary 

on December 20!  

Access E-Giving Here:    

 

IN HONOR OF  

TMUMC’S  

80TH ANNIVERSARY  

We challenge those 

who are able,  

to donate 

$80 for the 80th  

to TMUMC’s  

Building Principal Fund  

before the end of 2020! 

6 Gretchen Gardner 

7 Blair Blanks 

9 John Magruder 

10 Danielle Hamilton 

13 Billy Boykin 

14 Tami Ward-Dahl 

15 Betty Whitten 

16 Ann Lipscomb 

17 Jamie Hubbard 

17 Diane Sisson 

19 Rachael McMahon 

20 Marshall Wilkins 

20 Kelly Wright 

21 Shannon Turner 

25 JESUS 

26 Cecile Farmer 

29 Matthew Magruder 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXmbMRJYGQTtRIWamssRh64iYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQmImyIpWcEuOr4PoyHbvX0E=&ver=3
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Angel Tree and Advent Bags 
Each year, Lewis Wilkins coordinates our Angel Tree, through which we 

sponsor children of incarcerated parents for Christmas.  This year, we re-

ceived a total of 9 children from 3 families to sponsor.  We would like to 

thank those who volunteered to sponsor these children! 

For our own children of the church, or local children within our families, 

we created and began distributing Advent bags. These Advent bags con-

tained a candy Advent calendar as well as a Christmas story/activity 

booklet. We have a couple leftover, so if you have children or grandchil-

dren in the local community that have not received a bag, please let us 

know as soon as possible.  

The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; 

for see - I am bringing you good news of 

great joy for all the people: 11to you is born 

this day in the city of David a Savior, who 

is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a 

sign for you: you will find a child wrapped 

in bands of cloth and lying in a man-

ger.” 13And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God 

in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 

among those whom he favors!”              
Luke 2:10-14, NRSV 

Celebrating the Birth of Our Savior 

Christmas Eve  

@ 5:00 pm  and 7:00 pm 

@ Tappahannock Memorial UMC 

* Pre-registration required for attending in-person.  

 Please go to  www.tappahannockmethodist.org  

 for details. 

* The 5 pm service will be broadcast live on our  

 Facebook and YouTube pages, and will remain 

 available for viewing after the live service. 

SPECIAL ORNAMENT DISPLAY 

Sunday, December 6th 

 @ 10 am Worship Service 
 

Drop off your favorite or-

nament at the church be-

tween Nov. 29 and Dec. 5, 

so it can be included in 

our Special Ornament 

Display.  The ornaments 

will be on display in front 

of the altar during the 10 

am Worship Service on  

Sunday, December 6th.  

 



DEEMBER 2020 TAPPAHANNOCK MEMORIAL MESSENGER PAGE 4 

A NOTE FROM THE MINISTER OF CONGREGATIONAL LIFE:   

A Season of Hope 

In a year filled with anxiety, uncertainty, and calamity, we 

find ourselves on the cusp of another Advent season.  It is a 

season of preparation and hope for the coming of Christ.  No 

year in recent memory is in greater need of Advent than this 

year.  The world has experienced untold misery with the pan-

demic, natural disasters, loss of every kind, and abundant 

turmoil.  Doesn’t a season of hope sound refreshing and reas-

suring? 

We at TMUMC are fortunate to have maintained ministry 

despite the restrictions imposed by COVID-19.  It has not 

been easy; it has been a lesson in creativity!  We must remain 

vigilant in our efforts to serve a hurting community and reach 

out to a suffering world.  God will direct our paths in this Ad-

vent season as the Almighty has always done in seasons past.  

It has been my privilege to serve here at Tappahannock Memorial UMC—the Miracle Candy 

Church—for the past four years.  Together we’ve shared joys and sorrows, laughs and tears.  

Alan and I came to TMUMC because we felt God called us here to help through periods of 

transition.  Now, it is apparent that the periods of transition are done.  With that in mind, I 

have tendered my resignation effective December 31, 2020.  Alan and I plan to remain here 

among our TMUMC family, helping where we can and listening for God’s possible call to an-

other ministry opportunity.  

Let us all commit ourselves to proclaiming hope as the season of Advent approaches.  May 

we join together in affirming that God is present and leading us on to a season that reminds 

us that we celebrate the coming of Christ as a baby in a manger, as a savior in our lives, and 

as a King claiming his kingdom in his second coming.  Thanks be to God for a season of 

hope. 

      Grace and peace, 

      Rev. Barb 
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DID YOU KNOW? ... The Season of Advent 

By Rev. Barb 

Advent and Christmas are sometimes unknowingly meshed into one 

and the same season.  However, these are two different liturgical sea-

sons.  Advent is that season of expectation and anticipation prior to 

Christmas.  Deriving from a Latin word meaning “coming,” Advent is 

celebrated four weeks, including Sundays, prior to Christmas.  This sea-

son is a glorious season of preparation for the coming of Christ first as a 

baby in a manger, the coming of Christ into our lives, and the second 

coming of Christ in victory. 

Purple (or blue) is the predominant color used during Advent because 

this color represents royalty.  For that reason, you see purple (or blue) 

paraments, stoles, ribbons, and candles.  Symbols of the season include Advent wreaths of ever-

greens with candles and evergreen trees adorned with white and gold Chrismons (monograms 

for Christ).  Scripture lessons include passages from Isaiah foretelling the character of the com-

ing Messiah as well as Gospel texts heralding the coming of Christ through the witness of John 

the Baptist, the angel Gabriel, servants Mary and Joseph, and the shepherds.  Hymns such as 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, People Look East, Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus, Lo, How a 

Rose E’er Blooming, Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice, In the Bleak Midwinter, and others de-

pict the preparation for Christ’s birth.  Other appropriate hymn selections such as Away in a 

Manger, Joy to the World, Silent Night, Hark! the Herald Angels Sing, O Come, All Ye Faithful, 

O Little Town of Bethlehem, etc., are more compatible with the Christmas season (beginning 

Christmas Eve and continuing until Epiphany) that celebrates Jesus’ actual birth. 

In our decorations, in our song selections, and in our practices we prepare with expectation and 

anticipation for the coming of Christ.  May this Advent season be a wonderful season for our 

lives to proclaim boldly the coming of Christ. 

Advent/Christmas Worship 
During the season of Advent we are hoping to have something special 

for each Sunday of worship. We begin with the Chrismon Tree and 

Advent Wreath on Sunday Nov 29th. On Sunday December 6th, we are 

hoping to have a special ornament display, and we are asking you to 

bring in one of your favorite ornaments to be displayed by the altar. 

Please bring your ornament to the church between Nov. 29th and December 5th. We are 

working on nailing down our special aspect of worship for December 13th, but there will be 

something great. We will have our beautiful poinsettias in place on Sunday, December 20th. 

We want to say thank you for all who purchased poinsettias in memory and honor of their 

loved ones. We will have our two Christmas Eve services on the 24th, at 5 pm and 7 pm. 

Please make sure that you pre-register to attend either service. Lastly, we will have a    

Celebration of Carols on Sunday, December 27th led by Rev. Barb.  



Pastor:  

The Reverend Rebecca Minor 

Minister of Congregational Life:  

The Reverend Barbara Jacobs 

Administrative Assistant: Cindy Huber 

Co-Music Directors: Kelly & Rob Wright 

Custodian: Amanda Hart 

TAPPAHA NNOCK MEMORIA L 

UNITED METHODI ST CHU RCH 
 

345 Earl Street 

PO Box 326 

Tappahannock, VA  22560 
 

Sunday Worship: 10:00 am  

Sunday School: 11:15 am 

Phone: 804.443.2278 

Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com  

Website: http://www.tappahannockmethodist.org  

Temp. Office hours: Tue, Wed, Thu 9 am-2 pm  

Join us on Facebook and YouTube! 

We seek to be disciples of Christ, welcoming 

all as we nurture and support one another 

through service and outreach. 

Continued from page 1 

We are all in need of more hope right now especially with the 

pandemic still raging on. We are in need of love, as there has 

been so much hate and division in our nation and around the 

world. We are in need of more joy, as we have experienced so 

much sadness and despair from lives lost, jobs lost, and fami-

lies torn apart. We are in need of more peace, as we have 

been holding on to fear and worry over the past 8 months. 

Where in your life do you need more hope, love, joy, or peace? 

Spend this advents season preparing for that to arrive. When 

we put our trust in Christ, when we wait on the Lord, we 

know that we will receive the fulfillment of all that is prom-

ised.  I also ask that during this season of advent you spend the time of waiting and prepa-

ration by sharing the hope, love, joy and peace of Christ with others that they may receive 

the miracle and blessing of Christ this season.  I pray that you all will receive the hope, love, 

joy and peace of Christ this Christmas. 

You Are Loved,  

Pastor Becca 


